
 

Message from Ved Shravah 

President, Wappingers Board of Education 

 

Welcome to the new school year 2013-14!  

We are very fortunate this year to start with a full  team of administrators. We appointed an 

Assistant Superintendent for Administration and an Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum 

and Instruction. We have also appointed the Principal for Evans Elementary School, a position 

left vacant by the appointment of Janet Warden to the position of Assistant Superintendent. 

Please welcome Jose Carrion, Janet Warden and Lauren Guerrero. 

      We live in an increasingly changing and sophisticated world that requires a world class 

education for our children so that they succeed in the evolving global economy. Last year our 

children participated for the first time in a state test based on the new higher common core 

standards which are now accepted by 45 states in the Nation. A good education is needed to 

not only transform the lives of our children but also the lives of the community in which they 

reside. We are hoping that the Board of Education will create new guidelines and new 

expectations so that our children can perform better in the common core state standards tests 

in their second year. As the Commissioner stated, the new tests have created a new baseline 

this year and we must improve our student’s achievement in future years.  

   Common Core Standards can only succeed with the help of our parents. Children who get 

support from home experience more success in education. Please go to the state website, 

“Engage NY” and find out how you can help in your child (ren)’s success. There is a lot of 

material on the website for parents including instructional material and videos for your 

guidance. At the present time, our children are not emerging from high school, either college or 

career ready. As Albert Einstein once said, “Insanity is to keep doing the same thing and 

expecting different results”. We cannot afford to waste time in discussions - it is time for action 

by the Board, administration, teachers and parents to implement new higher standards. 

     The Board also has fiscal responsibility for our community. We have to learn to do more with 

less. With the new tax cap and increasing costs of health insurance and retirement systems, it 

has become even more important that the community and the Board work collaboratively for 

the success of our children. To get our community involved, we had three World Café sessions 

on September 17 and a community survey was put out on our website to obtain your input 



about the future of our school district. We have not seen the report of that effort as of writing 

this message but we will share with you immediately upon receipt. 

    We will continue to provide you with reports about our capital projects on a regular basis on 

our website. You will know how your money is being spent to improve our schools. Please do 

feel free to communicate with the Board of Education as we welcome any and all input. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Ved Shravah 

President 

Wappingers Board of Education.          


